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under the direction of Keith Johnston, M.M., director of Bands
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David Wharton, trumpet
Kevin Lam, French horn
Keith Johnston, trombone
Jason Arnold, tuba
Andy Kolar,  percussion
Commencement Choir
under the direction of  John Michniewicz, D.M.A., director of Choral Programs
Matthew Cimino, M.M., assistant director of Choral Programs, organist
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The Name. Sacred Heart University was founded in 1963 
by the Most Rev. Walter W. Curtis, S.T.D., the second Bishop 
of the Diocese of Bridgeport, to provide an institution of 
higher education that would serve the needs of the people 
of the diocese and region, regardless of their sex, race, creed 
or religion. In October 1962, Bishop Curtis announced both 
the plan to open a college the following September, and 
its name, “Sacred Heart.” The choice of name had a dual 
origin: it was the name of the Bishop’s first pastorate in 
Bloomfield, N.J., and was a pledge from the Bishop attest-
ing to the value of such an institution.
The Mission. Sacred Heart University is a coeducational, 
independent, comprehensive institution of higher learn-
ing in the Catholic intellectual tradition whose primary 
objective is to prepare men and women to live in and 
make their contributions to the human com-
munity. The University aims to assist in 
the development of people who are 
knowledgeable of self, rooted in faith, 
educated in mind, compassionate in 
heart, responsive to social and civic 
obligations and able to respond 
to an ever-changing world. It does 
this by calling forth the intellectual 
potential of its students, nurtur-
ing each one’s spiritual and moral 
growth and deepening in them a 
sense of social responsibility. The 
University is committed to combining 
education for life with preparation for pro-
fessional excellence. Sacred Heart University is 
Catholic in tradition and spirit. As a Catholic university, 
it seeks to play its appropriate role in the modern world. 
It exemplifies in its life the Judeo-Christian values of the 
God-given freedom and dignity of every person. Inspired 
by the ecumenical spirit of the Second Vatican Council, 
Sacred Heart University welcomes men and women of all 
religious traditions and beliefs who share its concerns for 
truth, scholarship, the dignity of humans, freedom and 
the betterment of society. It values religious diversity as 
enhancing the University community and creating op-
portunities for dialogue in the common search for truth. 
Through its curricular and co-curricular activities and 
campus ministry programs, the University provides the 
context in which students have the opportunity to appro-
priate in their own religious traditions in a critical fashion. 
Sacred Heart University challenges its students to think 
critically, analyze carefully, evaluate with a sense of justice 
and proportion and convey conclusions in an intelligible 
and articulate fashion. The University provides the envi-
ronment in which its students can develop the aesthetic 
dimension of life by nurturing their abilities to imagine, 
create and appreciate. It enables students to acquire a rich 
understanding of their own cultural and family heritages 
so as to assume their responsibilities as conveyors and 
creators of culture and family. As a community of teachers 
and scholars, Sacred Heart University exists for the pur-
suit of truth. It joins with other colleges and universities 
in the task of expanding human knowledge and deepen-
ing human understanding. It encourages and supports 
the scholarly and artistic work of its faculty and students. 
Further, it has a responsibility to share its resources and its 
special gifts and talents for the betterment of the human 
community. All members of the University community 
are strongly encouraged to participate in the wider com-
munity through service to others, especially the poor. 
From its founding, the University has been rec-
ognized for its caring approach to students. 
This approach expresses the University’s 
belief that each student is born with a 
unique set of qualities and skills. It 
respects the personal and academ-
ic freedom of each of its members, 
while at the same time fostering a 
genuine experience of community. 
By so doing, it creates the environ-
ment in which each person in the 
University shares in common goals 
and a common commitment to truth, 
justice and concern for others. 
The official seal of Sacred Heart University was 
introduced on July 22, 1963. The original pen and ink draw-
ing hangs in the diocesan museum at The Catholic Center 
in Bridgeport. The seal consists of a shield surrounded by 
the inscription, Universitas Sacri Cordis, in large letters. 
The shield consists of a dexter — the right-hand side of a 
shield (the left as seen by the viewer) — and a sinister, the 
left-hand side of a shield. The dexter impalement bears the 
jurisdictional arms of the Diocese of Bridgeport. The bridge 
above waves of flowing water affords an apt expression of 
the name of the diocese that encompasses Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, where Sacred Heart University is located. The 
bridge represents service, which forges strong bonds of 
understanding and unity between diverse constituencies, 
while the vivifying water symbolizes the “port” by which 
new knowledge and ideas energize the scholars who commit 
themselves to the disciplines of academic inquiry. The Cross 
of Our Faith above the bridge dignifies the other symbols 
and identifies the University as a community that celebrates 
the richness of the Catholic intellectual traditions. 
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y
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is trimmed with velvet, has three bars or chevrons on the 
sleeves and may be in distinctive color(s) governed by the 
school granting that degree. The master’s and doctoral 
gowns may be worn open. Upon graduation, students of 
old carried a mortarboard showing them to be masons of 
the future destined to build empires or cities or fountains of 
wisdom on the firm foundation of knowledge. To this day, 
graduates wear mortarboard caps and gowns, symbolizing 
that they are builders of the future. The history of the hood, 
with which degree recipients are invested, dates back to 
13th century England. Whether its origin is ecclesiastical 
or secular has never been settled. Hoods are two-and-one-
half feet long for the associate, three feet for the bachelor’s, 
three-and-one-half feet for the master’s and four feet for 
the doctor degree. The hood is lined with the colors of the 
institution — red and white, in the case of Sacred Heart 
University. The color of the trim indicates the academic 
degree: white for arts, letters and humanities (B.A.), golden 
yellow for science (B.S.). The hoods of those with graduate 
degrees, as well as the tassels on the mortarboards of the 
undergraduates, are often in the color associated with the 
academic field of specialization, as follows:
The sinister impalement displays the personal coat of 
arms of the Most Rev. Walter W. Curtis, S.T.D., the founder 
of Sacred Heart University and the second Bishop of the 
Diocese of Bridgeport. The central checkered bar, taken 
from the Curtis family coat of arms, suggests the collab-
orative nature of the learning community in which each 
individual member contributes to the integrity of the 
whole. The two diamond-shaped lozenges, taken from the 
Costello family shield to honor the Bishop’s mother, are 
placed in the upper portion to highlight the University’s 
two most precious treasures: Love, the compassion of God 
as symbolized in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and Truth, the 
goal of all scholarly activity. The University shield also 
honors Mary, the Seat of Wisdom, by including the cres-
cent moon, which is the symbol of Our Lady under the title 
of the Immaculate Conception, chosen to signify the years 
that Bishop Curtis spent as a professor of moral theology at 
Immaculate Conception Seminary. 
The Mace. During the Middle Ages, the wood mace clad 
in metal was an effective weapon in battle, but as newer 
and more powerful military arms developed, it was 
transformed into a symbol of dignity and authority. The 
earliest ceremonial maces were borne by bodyguards of 
12th-century English and French kings; by the end of the 
16th century, they were used widely by officials of English 
cities and towns. Today, the use of the ceremonial mace is 
found in the British House of Parliament, carried before 
ecclesiastical dignitaries and in university and college 
commencements and convocations. The Sacred Heart 
University mace, which serves as a visible reminder of the 
University’s history, authority and status, is carried by the 
president of the University Academic Assembly. In com-
memoration of Sacred Heart’s 50th anniversary, a new 
mace was commissioned. It is a 54-inch rosewood mace 
with two three-inch antique silver plated brass medals and 
brass braiding on a rosewood staff. The new mace signi-
fies the growth of Sacred Heart during the past 50 years, 
as well as its continued commitment to tradition and ac-
ademic rigor.
Academic Dress. Tradition holds that the cap and gown 
were first used in ancient Greece when only youths of 
wealthy parents or those with patrons attended school. The 
wise teachers of the time believed that fine clothing and 
jewels should not be worn by the scholar but rather, that 
the scholar should wear the garments of the worker. In the 
United States, the gown commonly worn for both the as-
sociate and bachelor’s degrees has pointed sleeves (with a 
slit for the arm). It is designed to be worn closed. The gown 
for the master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, open at the 
wrist. The gown for the doctoral degree has bell-shaped 
open sleeves. All gowns are black and without trimming, 
with the exception of the doctoral gown, which normally 
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CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREES
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Sacred Heart University Band
M U S I C :
Crown and Scepter – Gregory B. Rudgers
Pomp and Circumstance – Edward Elgar
Olympus – Barry Kopetz
Festival Procession – Richard Strauss
Highland Cathedral – Michael Korb and Ulrich Roever
M A C E  B E A R E R :
Antoinette P. Bruciati, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Teacher Education and  
President of the University Academic Assembly
Rupendra Paliwal, Ph.D. 
Acting Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Alissa Kneeland, MAT ’16
Geana Salerno, MAT ’16
Adrianna Quintiliani, MAT ’16
Rev. Anthony J. Ciorra, Ph.D.
Assistant Vice President for Mission and Catholic Identity
John J. Petillo, Ph.D.
President
John J. Petillo, Ph.D.  
President
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa
Leo Melamed, J.D.
Citation read by Lucjan Orlowski, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics and International Finance  
Jack Welch College of Business
Doctor of Theology, honoris causa 
Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodriguez Maradiaga
Citation read by Mary Alice Donius, Ed.D., R.N.
Dean of the College of Nursing
Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodriguez Maradiaga
G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M
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PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
FOR GRADUATE DEGREES
CONFERRAL OF DEGREES 






Robin L. Cautin, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
John Chalykoff, Ph.D.
Dean of the Jack Welch College of Business
James C. Carl, Ph.D.
Dean of the Isabelle Farrington College of Education
Patricia W. Walker, Ed.D.
Dean of the College of Health Professions
Mary Alice Donius, Ed.D., R.N. 
Dean of the College of Nursing
John J. Petillo, Ph.D.
President
Derek Moore, M.B.A. ’16
Representing Graduate Students
Cheryl Janus ’01, ’03, MAT 
President, SHU Alumni Association
Francesca Kraft, MAT ’16
Taylor Magnotti, MAT ’16
Kiandra Dixon, soloist ’16
Rev. Bruce Roby, M.Div. 
Catholic Chaplain, Campus Ministry
Sine Nomine – Ralph Vaughan Williams
Ceremonial Procession – Ron Arnon
Canterbury Procession – Ralph Vaughan Williams
R E A D E R S :
Andrea L. Canuel, M.A.
Assistant Director, Office of 
Volunteer Programs & Service Learning
Robert J. Coloney, M.B.A. 
Director of Career Placement, Adjunct Professor
Keith F. Gallinelli, M.S., M.B.A. 
Director of International Admissions
Joel R. Quintong, M.A. 
Director of Residential Life
N A R R A T O R  O F  C E R E M O N Y :
Lawrence Carroll, M.Div. 
Executive Director of Pastoral Services
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CARDINAL RODRIGUEZ MARADIAGA
Archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodriguez Maradiaga, archbishop 
of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, is one of the most prominent 
Catholic Church leaders in Latin America. He served as 
president of the regional bishops’ conference and was a 
leading spokesman for the Holy See on the issue of  
eliminating Third World debt. He has much experience  
as an educator, with degrees in philosophy, theology  
and clinical psychology and psychotherapy, and is an  
accomplished musician. He participated in the papal  
conclave of April 2005 that elected Pope Benedict XVI. 
 Maradiaga taught chemistry, physics and music at various 
Salesian colleges in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. 
He was professor of moral theology and ecclesiology at 
the Salesian Theological Institute, Guatemala, and rector 
of the Salesian Philosophical Institute in the same country. 
He was appointed an auxiliary bishop in 1978 and received 
his episcopal ordination before his 36th birthday. He 
became the Archbishop of Tegucigalpa in 1993 and received 
the cardinal’s red hat from the late Pope John Paul II on 
January 21, 2001. He is the first cardinal in the history of 
the Church in Honduras. 
He is the founder of the Catholic University of Honduras, 
Our Lady Queen of Peace, and has been the recipient of 
many awards and honors, including the Central American 
Parliamentary decoration Francisco Morazan. 
 
LEO MELAMED 
Chairman emeritus of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange Group
Leo Melamed, chairman emeritus of the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange Group, is globally recognized as the founder of fi-
nancial futures. In 1972, as chairman of the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange (CME Group), he revolutionized markets with 
the creation of the International Monetary Market—the first 
futures market for financial instruments—and the launch of 
currency futures. He led the CME in the introduction of a di-
verse number of financial instruments, including Treasury Bills 
in 1976, Eurodollars in 1981 and stock index futures in 1982. In 
1987, Melamed again revolutionized trading by introducing 
Globex, the world’s first futures electronic trading system. In 
1992, he became its founding chairman. 
Melamed, a Holocaust survivor, authored a prize-winning 
memoir, “Escape to the Futures” (Wiley, 1996), as well as his 
continuation memoir, “For Crying Out Loud” (Wiley, 2009.)
 Melamed serves as chairman emeritus of CME Group, is a 
member of its board and chairman of its Strategic Steering 
Committee. He has been an adviser to the U.S. Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission and has served as special  
adviser on futures markets to governments worldwide. In 
1982, he led the futures industry in the creation of the National 
Futures Association, an independent self-regulatory organiza-
tion. In 2010, he was appointed to the International Advisory 
Council of the China Securities Regulatory Commission. 
He serves on the boards of LEAP Innovations, the Chicago 
Council on Global Affairs, the U of C Becker Friedman 
Institute and as chairman of the Advisory Board of Neurensic. 
Melamed is the recipient of numerous awards. He is an at-
torney with a Doctor of Laws degree from John Marshall 
Law School. He is chairman and CEO of Melamed & 
Associates, Inc., a global consulting enterprise.
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U N D E R G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M
Sacred Heart University Band
M U S I C :
Crown and Scepter – Gregory B. Rudgers
Pomp and Circumstance – Edward Elgar
Olympus – Barry Kopetz
Festival Procession – Richard Strauss
Highland Cathedral – Michael Korb and Ulrich Roever
M A C E  B E A R E R :
Antoinette P. Bruciati, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Teacher Education and  
President of the University Academic Assembly
Rupendra Paliwal, Ph.D.





Robin L. Cautin, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
John J. Petillo, Ph.D.
President
John J. Petillo, Ph.D.
President
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa
R. Bradford Evans, M.B.A.
Citation read by Jeffrey N. Rumpf, M.S.
Executive Director, Horizons Enrichment Program
Doctor of Science, honoris causa 
Victoria Sweet, M.D.








CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREES
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
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PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
FOR UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
CONFERRAL OF DEGREES AND PRESENTATION 






Robin L. Cautin, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
John Chalykoff, Ph.D.
Dean of the Jack Welch College of Business
James C. Carl, Ph.D.
Dean of the Isabelle Farrington College of Education
Patricia W. Walker, Ed.D.
Dean of the College of Health Professions
Mary Alice Donius, Ed.D., R.N. 
Dean of the College of Nursing
Mary Lou DeRosa, M.B.A.
Dean of University College
Vice Provost of Special Academic Programs
John J. Petillo, Ph.D.
President
Brianna Grills, ’16 
President of the Class of 2016
Cheryl Janus ’01, ’03, MAT 





Kiandra Dixon, soloist ’16
Rev. Bruce Roby, M.Div. 
Catholic Chaplain, Campus Ministry
Sine Nomine – Ralph Vaughan Williams
Ceremonial Procession – Ron Arnon
Canterbury Procession – Ralph Vaughan Williams
R E A D E R S :
Andrea L. Canuel, M.A. 
Assistant Director, Office of 
Volunteer Programs & Service Learning
Robert J. Coloney, M.B.A. 
Director of Career Placement, Adjunct Professor
Sean L. Heffron, M.A. 
Director of the Student Experience, 
Jack Welch Welch College of Business
Joel R. Quintong, M.A.
Director of Residential Life
N A R R A T O R  O F  C E R E M O N Y :
Lawrence Carroll, M.Div. 
Executive Director of Pastoral Services
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DR. VICTORIA SWEET
Associate professor of Medicine at the University of California
Victoria Sweet, former award-winning historian and 
associate professor of medicine at the University of 
California, practiced medicine for 20 years at Laguna 
Honda Hospital in San Francisco, where she began writ-
ing. In her first book, God's Hotel: A Doctor, a Hospital, 
and a Pilgrimage to the Heart of Medicine (Riverhead, 
2012), she laid out her evidence for some new ideas about 
medicine and health care in this country. 
 
Sweet believes that medicine works best—that is, arrives 
at the right diagnosis and the right treatment for the least 
cost—when the doctor pays attention not only to the  
patient, but also to what’s around the patient. She calls 
this approach “Slow Medicine,” and believes that, put into 
wider practice, it would be more satisfying for patient and 
doctor and also less expensive. Her Slow Medicine Clinic 
and ideas for a proof of principle—Concierge Practice for 
the Sick Poor—are conceived to show this. 
She is a Guggenheim Fellow and is working on her next 
book, Slow Medicine: Healing in an Age of Technology.  
She is also part of a working group for the Institute for  
Slow Medicine at UCSF.
Sweet speaks frequently to medical professionals and 
the public about Slow Medicine and related topics. Her 
published work also includes a book on the 12th-century 
mystic and medical practitioner, Hildegard of Bingen, 
Rooted in the Earth, Rooted in the Sky: Hildegard of 
Bingen and Premodern Medicine (Routledge, 2006), and 
the prize-winning essay, “Hildegard of Bingen and the 
Greening of Medieval Medicine.” (Bulletin of the History 
of Medicine, 1999.)
R. BRADFORD EVANS
Senior adviser at Morgan Stanley
Brad Evans is a senior adviser of Morgan Stanley. He is 
responsible for managing certain client relationships for 
the firm, as well as advising companies on significant 
strategic transactions. He joined Morgan Stanley in 1970, 
became a vice president in 1976, was elected a managing 
director in 1979 and a vice chairman in 2000.  During 
his career he has served as co-head of Morgan Stanley’s 
Mergers and Acquisitions Department and head of the 
firm’s European Investment Banking business, based in 
London. He became senior adviser in 2009.  
Evans is a 1964 graduate of Dartmouth College. Following 
his graduation, he served as an officer in the U.S. Navy 
for four years.  He attended Columbia Business School 
earning an M.B.A. in 1970. He served as a member of the 
Dartmouth Board of Trustees from 2003 to 2012 and  
currently is the chair of the President’s Leadership  
Council at Dartmouth. He is also a member of the  
Board of Overseers of the Columbia Business School.
Long interested in inner city education, Evans and his 
wife Barbara devote their time and financial support to 
both public and Catholic schools in Bridgeport and New 
York City. He is co-founder and the co-chair of the Board 
of Horizons at Sacred Heart University, a member of 
the Board of the Catholic Academy of Bridgeport and a 
member of the Board of Wakeman Boys & Girls Club,  
with clubhouses in both Fairfield and Bridgeport.
The couple lives in New York City. They have three  
children and five grandchildren.
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C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S  A N D  S C I E N C E S  
    
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  C H E M I S T R Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Rashia Kniffen 
Outstanding Master’s Project Award  
Rawan Abdullah Alharbi
Outstanding Research Award Sahar Yahia Rajeh  
    
M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  
Gold Medal of Excellence Thomas Naclerio   
Silver Medal of Excellence Yan Luo
     
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E  
&  I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Bala Madhur Reddy Yeruva 
Silver Medal of Excellence Amish Naik 
M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  
Gold Medal of Excellence Brett Jameson Burroughs
Silver Medal of Excellence Shanae Annette James
Dean’s Leadership Award Christopher W. Tursi
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L 
S C I E N C E  &  M A N A G E M E N T
Gold Medal of Excellence Danielle Grunzke
Silver Medal of Excellence Lisa A. Piastuch
Dean’s Leadership Award Trey Michael Chabot
Outstanding Research Award Peter H. Linderoth
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Alysson Nicole Chickneas   
    
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  A P P L I E D  P S Y C H O L O G Y
Gold Medal of Excellence Patricia Ann Hajducky
Silver Medal of Excellence Sherry Anne Small   
J A C K  W E L C H  
C O L L E G E  O F  B U S I N E S S    
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  A C C O U N T I N G  
Gold Medal of Excellence Kenneth James Tobey 
Silver Medal of Excellence Michael Joseph Cavataio
M A S T E R  O F  B U S I N E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
Gold Medal of Excellence William M. Nette
Silver Medal of Excellence Elizabeth Katherine Bubbico
Dean’s Leadership Award Derek Jennings Moore
Dean’s Leadership Award Molly Elena Sheluck
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  D I G I T A L  M A R K E T I N G  
Gold Medal of Excellence Kimberly A. Brolet
Silver Medal of Excellence Thomas Horak 
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
F I N A N C E  &  I N V E S T M E N T  M A N A G E M E N T  
Gold Medal of Excellence Bruno Bussadori Orlandini
Silver Medal of Excellence James Cooksey
Dean’s Leadership Award James Cooksey
Dean’s Leadership Award Kwame Dunbar
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
H U M A N  R E S O U R C E  M A N A G E M E N T  
Gold Medal of Excellence Linda Rogers
Silver Medal of Excellence Philip Brigante
  
I S A B E L L E  F A R R I N G T O N 
C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N ,  F A I R F I E L D  
 
C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  A D VA N C E D  S T U D I E S 
I N  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
Gold Medal of Excellence Kenneth Joseph Daly, III 
Silver Medal of Excellence Timothy F. Ley
Dean’s Leadership Award LaShante' Annell James 
Dean’s Leadership Award Ashley L. Tremblay 
Outstanding Thesis Award Patricia Danielle Gracia  
  
C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  A D V A N C E D  S T U D I E S 
I N  L I T E R A C Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Alison Taylor
Silver Medal of Excellence Allison L. Pregman 
Dean’s Leadership Award Robyn Mannion 
Dean’s Leadership Award Ann M. Stiltner
    
M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  T E A C H I N G   
Gold Medal of Excellence Erin Lynn Dugan
Silver Medal of Excellence Talia Marin Schwartz
Dean’s Leadership Award Francesca Bruno
Dean’s Leadership Award Melissa Erin Carroll 
Outstanding Field Placement Award Michael S. Fedak
Outstanding Field Placement Award Emalee Juchniewich
Outstanding Field Placement Award Taylor Marie Magnotti
Outstanding Field Placement Award Emily Louise Pollack
Outstanding Field Placement Award  
Anthony Daniel Rodriguez
Outstanding Master’s Project Award Erin Lynn Dugan
Outstanding Master’s Project Award Talia Marin Schwartz
G R A D U A T E  A C A D E M I C  A W A R D S
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I S A B E L L E  F A R R I N G T O N  C O L L E G E   
O F  E D U C A T I O N ,  G R I S W O L D 
C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  A D VA N C E D  S T U D I E S    
I N  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
Gold Medal of Excellence Clarence C. Cooper
Silver Medal of Excellence Sara Leisten
Dean’s Leadership Award Jennifer L. Audette  
Outstanding Field Placement Award Clarence C. Cooper
Outstanding Research Award Tracy M. Burns 
Outstanding Thesis Award Pamela Marie Santerre  
   
M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  T E A C H I N G   
Gold Medal of Excellence John C. Bushell
Silver Medal of Excellence Denise Elaine Hawk 
Dean’s Leadership Award Alexandra A. Borsari 
Dean’s Leadership Award Sylvie Chho
Outstanding Field Placement Award Steven E. Nelson
Outstanding Field Placement Award Linda Vuong
Outstanding Master’s Project Award George F. Serra, III
Outstanding Master’s Project Award Lillian Sunderland
C O L L E G E  O F  H E A LT H  P R O F E S S I O N S
D O C T O R  O F  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Jaclyn Lucille Pabis
Silver Medal of Excellence Lisa Christine Sullivan
APTA Mary McMillan Scholarship Nominee
     JoAnn Elizabeth Devany 
Dean’s Leadership Award Timothy McArthur
Douglas Scholar Kate M. Gallagher
Physical Therapy Professional Service Award  
JoAnn Elizabeth Devany
Stephen T. Bowers Scholar Award  
Kathleen G. Center-Tower
Victor Vaughan Legislative Service Award 
Stephanie Rose Walters
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  E X E R C I S E  S C I E N C E  
Gold Medal of Excellence Joseph Alexander Mychalczuk
Silver Medal of Excellence Dana Killefer 
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
H E A LT H C A R E  I N F O R M A T I C S  
Gold Medal of Excellence Elizabeth Ann Sproule
Silver Medal of Excellence Joseph Paul Ouellette  
Dean’s Leadership Award Brittany Ann Segalla
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
O C C U P A T I O N A L  T H E R A P Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Deanna Lindberg
Silver Medal of Excellence Abagail Margaret Blacker
Dean’s Leadership Award Deanna Lindberg
Dean’s Leadership Award Sari Warren
    
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
S P E E C H  L A N G U A G E  P A T H O L O G Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Lindsay Droney
Silver Medal of Excellence Emily Brown
Dean’s Leadership Award Michelle Pate Ransom
C O L L E G E  O F  N U R S I N G
D O C T O R  O F  N U R S I N G  P R A C T I C E  
Gold Medal of Excellence Christine Marek Waszynski
Silver Medal of Excellence Jane Ann Marie Beaulieu O'Friel
Dean’s Leadership Award Sheryl Lynn Cosme
Outstanding Dissertation Award Paula Doyle 
Outstanding Research Award Christine Marek Waszynski
    
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G  -  
C L I N I C A L  N U R S E  L E A D E R  
Gold Medal of Excellence Denise Corso-Greene
Silver Medal of Excellence Heidi Youngbauer
Dean’s Leadership Award Joshua Kekacs 
Outstanding Capstone Award Kevin Gonzalez
Outstanding Field Placement Award Angela Padgett
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G  -  
F A M I LY  N U R S E  P R A C T I T I O N E R  
Gold Medal of Excellence Jessica Schefiliti 
Silver Medal of Excellence Victor Calhoun 
Dean’s Leadership Award Edward Eugene Wirkowski 
Outstanding Field Placement Award Alexandra Morse
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G  -  
N U R S E  E D U C A T O R   
Dean’s Leadership Award Monika Costa 
Outstanding Field Placement Award Douglas A. Demo
Outstanding Master’s Project Award Sarah Metting
M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G  -  
P A T I E N T  C A R E  S E R V I C E S   
Dean’s Leadership Award Corey L. Sarnecky 
Outstanding Administrative Practicum Award 
Michael Robert Arenella





U N D E R G R A D U A T E  A C A D E M I C  A W A R D S
C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S  A N D  S C I E N C E S  
A R T  &  D E S I G N  
Gold Medal of Excellence Alexa Rinae Duffy
Silver Medal of Excellence Kaitlyn Erin Kreitzman  
B I O L O G Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Jessica Karen Brideau 
Silver Medal of Excellence Ramandeep Kaur Dhillon  
   
C H E M I S T R Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Samuel Crawford Jareb 
Silver Medal of Excellence Sarah Lynn Bergman  
   
C O M M U N I C A T I O N  S T U D I E S  
Gold Medal of Excellence Melanie Holec
Silver Medal of Excellence Kathryn Margaret Gennusa 
C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E      
A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Christopher Robert Bennett
Silver Medal of Excellence Andrew Michael Jackman
Gold Medal of Excellence in Programming   
Neeraj Ramachandran     
   
C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  
Gold Medal of Excellence Zachary Bogdan Luczyk 
Silver Medal of Excellence Ingrid Ballesteros   
  
D I G I T A L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  
Gold Medal of Excellence Mary Elizabeth Awad
     
E N G L I S H  
Gold Medal of Excellence Colleen Elizabeth O'Melia
Silver Medal of Excellence Mikaela Joyce Marbot  
   
H I S T O R Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Melanie Holec
Silver Medal of Excellence Sean Thomas Ferguson
    
M A T H E M A T I C S  
Gold Medal of Excellence Christopher Robert Bennett
Silver Medal of Excellence Victoria Jukic   
  
M E D I A  A R T S  
Gold Medal of Excellence Emily G. Archacki
Silver Medal of Excellence Alyssa Marie Anderson
P H I L O S O P H Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Andrew Michael Jackman
     
P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E  
Gold Medal of Excellence Jenna Ann Passerino
     
P S Y C H O L O G Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Emily Anne Aversa
Silver Medal of Excellence Kelly Ann Antimisiaris  
   
S O C I A L  W O R K  
Gold Medal of Excellence Melissa Lee Cosgrove
Silver Medal of Excellence Kayla Jane Muzyk   
  
S O C I O L O G Y  
Gold Medal of Excellence Victoria Marie Lettiero
Silver Medal of Excellence Danielle Alice Almonacid  
   
S P A N I S H  
Gold Medal of Excellence Erin French
Silver Medal of Excellence Kristen Anne Ziemer 
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J A C K  W E L C H  C O L L E G E    
O F  B U S I N E S S  
A C C O U N T I N G 
Gold Medal of Excellence Michael Lawrence Slaughter
Silver Medal of Excellence Alec Traeg Dauses     
B U S I N E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 
Gold Medal of Excellence Brianna Lauren Carolan 
Silver Medal of Excellence Christopher Michael Frayne     
B U S I N E S S  E C O N O M I C S
Gold Medal of Excellence Kenneth Joseph Arnold  
Silver Medal of Excellence Austin Arcala     
F I N A N C E 
Gold Medal of Excellence Kenneth Joseph Arnold   
Silver Medal of Excellence Michael Lawrence Slaughter     
M A R K E T I N G 
Gold Medal of Excellence Jessica K. Wilbert  
Silver Medal of Excellence Leah Anne Arsenault  
S P O R T  M A N A G E M E N T 
Gold Medal of Excellence Connor J. Donnelly   
Silver Medal of Excellence Victor J. Sorrento    
C O L L E G E  O F  H E A LT H  P R O F E S S I O N S 
A T H L E T I C  T R A I N I N G 
Gold Medal of Excellence Taylor Leigh Richard   
Silver Medal of Excellence Taylor N. Langon   
E X E R C I S E  S C I E N C E 
Gold Medal of Excellence Bianca Laine Tiberi  
Silver Medal of Excellence Regina Nicole Palmieri     
H E A LT H  S C I E N C E 
Gold Medal of Excellence Amanda M. Sassu   
Silver Medal of Excellence Victoria Colon 
C O L L E G E  O F  N U R S I N G     
N U R S I N G  -  F I R S T  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E G R E E 
Gold Medal of Excellence Melissa Anne Haggerty  
Silver Medal of Excellence Allison Nicole DeStasio     
N U R S I N G  -  R N  T O  B S N 
Gold Medal of Excellence Jennifer Hollis Massicotte   
Silver Medal of Excellence Allison Brooke Zalinger     
U N I V E R S I T Y  C O L L E G E 
G E N E R A L  S T U D I E S 
Gold Medal of Excellence Christina Frances Barr   
Silver Medal of Excellence Stephanie A. Patterson   
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C O L L E G E 
O F  A R T S 
A N D  S C I E N C E S
Alpha Kappa Delta 
International Sociology 
Honor Society







Alpha Phi Sigma 
National Criminal Justice 
Honor Society




























Beta Beta Beta 
National Biological 
Honor Society
















































































Phi Alpha National Honor 
Society for Social Work








Phi Alpha Theta National 
Honor Society in History 
U N D E R G R A D U A T E S
Melanie Holec
 
Phi Sigma Iota 
International Foreign 
Language Honor Society
U N D E R G R A D U A T E S
Kathryn Lynn Cahill





Judith Marlene Tacuri Brito
Kristen Anne Ziemer
Pi Mu Epsilon  
National Mathematics 
Honor Society 






H O N O R  S O C I E T I E S
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Pi Sigma Alpha   
National Political Science 
Honor Society
U N D E R G R A D U A T E S
Jenna Ann Passerino
Psi Chi International 
Honor Society   
in Psychology





















Sigma Tau Delta 
International   
English Honor Society









The Thomas More  
Honors Program










































Upsilon Pi Epsilon 
International Honor 
Society for Computing  
and Information











Bala Madhur Reddy Yeruva
Yusef Ala Ibrahim M.
J A C K  W E L C H 
C O L L E G E    
O F  B U S I N E S S
Beta Gamma Sigma 
International  Honor 

















































G R A D U A T E S  ( M B A )
Alison K. Adelaja
Elizabeth A. Babollah
Larissa Liduiha Isabella 





C O L L E G E 
O F  H E A LT H 
P R O F E S S I O N S
Phi Theta Epsilon  
National Occupational 
Therapy Honor Society

















C O L L E G E  
O F  N U R S I N G
Sigma Theta Tau  
International Honor 
Society of Nursing
D O C T O R  O F  
N U R S I N G  P R A C T I C E
Melissa Ivy Beardsley Bates
Sheryl Lynn Cosme
Jane Ann Marie Beaulieu 
O’Friel
























































































U N I V E R S I T Y 
C O L L E G E
Alpha Sigma Lambda 
National Continuing 














































C A N D I D A T E S 
F O R  G R A D U A T I O N
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C O L L E G E  O F  H E A LT H 
P R O F E S S I O N S

































































C O L L E G E  O F  N U R S I N G
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Kathryn E. A’Hearn















I S A B E L L E  F A R R I N G T O N 
C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N


























































































Certificate of Advanced 
Studies–Teaching
Britta Bengtson




C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S 






Yasser Mahdi M. Almadani
Ammar A. M. Alobaidi
Brianna M. Baribault
Mohammed Salem M. Basaeed 
Stephanie A. DaSilva

























Master of Arts  




























































Alhazmi, Musab Ali A.
Alhazmi, Yahya Ahmed M.
Yazeed Mohammed Alhumaidan
















Bashraheel Mohammed Salem A.
Siva Surya Ratna 
Prasad Babu Battula



















Vishnu Vardhan Reddy Chejerla
Ajay Kumar Chennupati
Babul Reddy Chintala
Yaswanth Sai Ram Choppa
Nova Vijay Chukka





































Srinivas Siva Premjit Gurram
Nagarjun Gutha Chandrasekaran




































Veera Venkat Sai Kotla
Tharun Teja Reddy Kottam










Hemanth Kumar Locharla 
Nagaraja
































































































































Bala Madhur Reddy Yeruva
Yusef Ala Ibrahim M.

























Master of Arts in
Criminal Justice
Ashley Lopes Almeida








Konstantine Alexander  




Thomas F. Flaherty, III
Nicholas Andre Hunt
Janice Heather-Dawn Hylton











Master of Science  
Applied Psychology
Catherine Fraser Ammatuna






















































Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart
J A C K  W E L C H  















































































































































Finance and Investment 
Management



































I S A B E L  F A R R I N G T O N 
C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N






























































































































































   Panaelidis
Shaina Thereze Pancaldo 
Ourania Papaioannou
Kristi Marie Parille


































John M. Sedensky, Jr.
George F. Serra, III
Michelle Severance
Nicole Louise Shashinka
Anastasia Nicole  Skroubelos
Jaclyn Smith
Kelly Smith
Robert J. Smith, III
Hope Catherine Spalla























C O L L E G E  O F  H E A LT H 
P R O F E S S I O N S
Master of Science  














































































































C O L L E G E  O F  N U R S I N G




















































































































U N D E R G R A D U AT E  S T U D E N T S
Heidi Krieg























































































































Marissa Marie Zingaro 
C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S 
A N D  S C I E N C E S























































Nicole Cannizzaro    
Also Media Arts Major
Leah Cristina Capobianco
Marissa Anne Carbonara
Marinna Rawls DeSantis 
Valentina Nini De Santis    










Matthew J. Morganelli, Jr.
Jessica Amanda Murillo
Gabriella Linda Rosen
TaMaric Dante Wilson 
Bachelor of Arts 












Jennifer Mary Bauch    
Also Communication  
Studies Major
Kristina Lynn Burgwin    




Allyson Rose D’Amico    
Also Communication  
Studies Major












































Leigh C. Cintron 
Heather A Daley
Linsey Ann DeDomenico











Richard J. Gregory, Jr.
Chanelle Patrice Hudson
Michelle Ashley Ill












Charles Julian Pardini    
Also History Major








































































































































































Kristen Anne Ziemer   
Also Spanish Major
Bachelor of Arts in
Social Work
Mary Margaret Brown
Melissa Lee Cosgrove    










Brittany Leigh O’Donnell    






















Erin French    
Also Psychology Major
April Rose Jauregui
Judith Marlene Tacuri Brito   
Also Media Arts Major
J A C K  W E L C H  

































Kyle John Martin    
Also Finance Major
Emily Elizabeth McCullough
Victor M. Olivares    
Also Finance Major
Conor E. O’Rourke





















Elizabeth Mae Avella     
   Also Marketing Major
Elizabeth A. Babollah




Brianna Lauren Carolan    
Also Finance Major
Joseph Alan Carrubba    
Also Marketing Major












Carlo L. Fiore    
Also Marketing Major













Christopher Michael Hodges   
Also Global Studies Major













Steven A. Masetti    
Also Marketing Major
Mouna Mawloud
Marissa Ann Miller    
Also Finance Major
Erin Marie Morgan



























Jessica L. Villa    
Also Accounting Major




















Austin Arcala    
Also Business  
Economics Major
Kenneth Joseph Arnold    






Amanda Katherine Bond    
Also Business  
Economics Major
Andrew Philip Bregna    
Also Accounting Major
Brian McCabe Breslin    
Also Business  
Economics Major
Jacob Timothy Brightbill
Robert Andrew Burnett    
Also Business  
Economics Major








Kathleen Louise Direnzo    
Also Accounting Major
Alexander Ronald Dodge    




Jordan Charles Dudley    
Also Business  
Economics Major
Sean T. Elliott
Joseph Anthony Faicco    
Also Accounting Major
Nickolas A. Fairley    
Also Business  
Economics Major
Nicholas Joseph Ferrante   
Also Sport  
Management Major
Joshua Flores    








William John Lapinski, III
John Ryan Leahy
Gavin Matthew Lomazzo    
Also Accounting Major
Jake Andrew Lynes
Christine Nicole Mace    
Also Accounting Major
Jesse Cole McEachern    
Also Business  
Economics Major
Courtney B. Mercogliano





Kevin Edward Nolan    









Dean Joseph Rogener    






Jamal Thomas Vinson    
Also Business  
Economics Major
Cole Albert Sigurd Walton   

















Christina Grace Carol Carlino
Marissa A. Christy
Ryan Christopher Coghill 
Nicollette T. Corrado
Meghan Leslie Corvington   
Also Finance and Business 
Economics Major
Brian Day
Ronald W. Denny, III
Ashleigh Elizabeth Diehl
Connor J. Donnelly    









Alissa J. Giansanti 
Kathryn M. Gray






Gregory Edward Kline    









Charley Jane Francis McCarter 








Kaitlyn Elizabeth Nastro    































Michael Blazer Day, Jr.
Leah R. Decarlo









Nicole J. Magee    
Also Business  
Economics Major



















C O L L E G E  O F  






























Nicholas Cheesman    




























































John D. Vion, III
Martha Katherine Visconti

















Alexandra Christina  










































C O L L E G E  O F  N U R S I N G








































































































































































Samantha Rabel   
Halbert Villagomez
Bachelor of Science 
General Studies
Christina Frances Barr











Erica Nichole Powell 




















The preceding does not constitute an 
official graduation list. The students 
listed here were candidates for the 
degree or honor at the program 
printing deadline.  Latin honors for 
undergraduate students as announced 
at the undergraduate commencement 
ceremony were calculated as of the 
end of Fall 2015. 
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Thank you to members of the Class of 2016 who made a contribution to the Forever Pioneers Senior Class Gift 
Campaign. This year, more than 1,000 Sacred Heart undergraduate students set a new fundraising benchmark by 
collectively donating more than $20,000 for the first time in University history. Led by seniors making gifts of $20.16 
in honor of their graduation year, the philanthropic spirit across campus is vibrant as students give back to the 
things that matter most to them including scholarships, athletic teams, student programming, academic enrichment 
opportunities, community service initiatives and much more.
 
Best of luck to all of you in the next chapter of your lives. We hope you will always consider Sacred Heart University 
your home away from home and will visit often.
S E N I O R  C L A S S  G I F T  C A M P A I G N
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